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| To the right Honourable 


Philip Lord W hartons 


My Lord, 
O make 1 Dedication 


of this ſmall peice to 
your Honour, would be a 
Crime, if there were not 


ſuch reaſons as might not 


only excuſe, but even com- 
mand the fame from me. 
The very leaſt is Gratitude, 
which obliges me to ac- 
knowledgs your fingular 
_\ kindneſs and favour, being 
| | ſetled Once 1N a Family hav- 
ing a branch ſprung out of 


your Noble Stock ; and much 


the ſame overtures having 


A * been 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
been fince made towards 
ſuch another 1mployment ; 


But tho theſe confiderations . 1. 


are too great to be paſſed by 
m ſilence, yet there 1s an 
higher reaſon which enfor- 
ces me to this undertaking ; 


Xis your Lordſhips Piety, | 
that fincere, ſolid and ex- |, 


emplary Picty, which 1s to 
be ſeen in you. Tis your 
owning and maintaining 
Religion in your Principles 
and Pra&tice, publickly and 


privately approving your _ 


{elf to be a Diſciple of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; having 
learnt that leflon of the A- 


poſtle, to be ft edf aft, Unmoya- | 


ble, 
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The Epifttc Dedicatory. 
Ss | ble, always abounding in the 
Work of the Lord, as knowing 
; .| that your labour 1s not in vain in 
the Lord. Pardon me,my Lord, 
that I prefix your name, it 
being ſo ſuitable, it being 
that of a ſound Believer, z 
fincere Chriſtian, and with- * 
| al fo high and Noble; one 
| who not only believes what! 
Atheiſts deny;,. and expects 
what they deny, but adorns 
the Profeſſion he makes of 
the bleſſed Goſpel,. and fo 
{ confounds them : T hat your 
| Honour 1s not aſhamed of 
| the Goſpel,is moſt evident, 
| and I am bold to think that 
| your Lordſhip will not be 
a -- 9 offend- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


offended with what ts Lee. 


offered to you, becauſe *tis 
Written for a defence of the 


ſame: The Lord God Al- 4 


mighty, before whom you 
walk, reward you, may his 
bleſſings be upon your head, 
and may your Pofterity 
ſhare mn your Piety, and Par- 


take of the ſame Mercijes of _ 


the ever bleſſed God, both 
in this World, and for ever, 
ſo Prays (my Lord) 


Your Lordſhips very 
Aſhford, June humble and obliged 
7. I694, — Servaiit.. 


Thomas Fames. 
THE 
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PREFACE? 


"T. S common to put a Title ts 
| @ Treatiſes, and not to perforud 
what ispromiſedthereby 5 to raiſetha 
expettHation of the Reader very high, 
and ther to bring him down again 
. with diſappointment and vexation 5 
#o decoy the Reader with ſpecious 
. | pretences, drawing 4 7 wy Front,andi 
| having nothing within worth look 
'. ing into > the firlt and after pager 
holding no proportion. Who almoſt 
hath not been thus met with > Tis 
0 preſuraption to think that many 
will be under ſuch a jealouſy, whe 
they read the Name of Spira ſet be- 
A 4. fore: 


The Preface. 


fore this piece, doubting much whe- 
ther that car: be made good which ts 
pretended, efpecially this bringing v8 


mind the Second Spira may fill men -| 


with the greater wnbelief. For, was 
ever any thing more plenſible in its 
t:z-e, and afterwards fo deſpiſed, 
rejelted, ard trampled under foot 2 
Was ever any thing wore toking, 
ſpreading and difſuſing it ſelf 
#broughout the whole Kingdom, /s 
generally received, caught for, ene- 
braced and entertained > Oh | what 
« light did the Second Spira give ? 
and yet at laft Went out in a ſnuff, 
and proved a meer Meteor, ſcorn and 
deriſion.. Verily he had need tobe 
ell provided and arm'd, that comes 
| forth again in this Cauſe 5 Armd 
with Truth. and well provided on all 
hands, ſeeing he goes out at ſuch great 
diſadvantage. But yet, Why ſhould 
the folly,or weakneſs,or wickedneſs 


of ſome make others afraid and 
© negli- 


OTE POS Er gl CE eg ene ure Mw Tr In Fe ar mr mx oe, & 


— —— 
AY FI 


— __ 


—O— — 


The Preface. 


negligent of their Duty? hy /pould 
Truth ſuffer for Error «nd {mpo- 


 flure? '77s true, it will be hard to 


wake men. bilicve the real truth, 
when they have been trickt, and 
caught with falſhood ; But flilltruth 
will and muft prevail: Tho a man 
take baſe and counterfeit Mony many 
tires, yet (hall he refuſe —_ 
that which 74 good ever after 2 Nay 


rather he will defire it, for as much 
| as he flands the more in need there- 


of. The Artifices of wicked men will 


. rot always attain their end, to hin- 


der the Truth, and keep back its 
knowledg : Truth may beechips d for 
a while. but it will ſhine morebright- 
h afterward. Spira's Deſpair zs re- 


. vivd almoſt every day, and it a- 


riſeth from one and the ſameground 


fill, the guilt of Sin, and the ap- 
prehen(jons of the wrath of the E- 7 


ternal God, Let Atheiſts mock and | 


ſeoff their fill, examples of this 


Rind 


The Preface. 
kind are very many, and their evi 
dence moſt clear, they ſpeak home 
to the purpoſe, and ſhall perform 


that for which they are appointed : 


There needs no Pious Fraud, wor 
Officious Lies fo help Religion, 
and uphold the Trath : Every age, 
and every quarter hath ſome Mo- 
nument or another. ſet up, withthis 
kind of Inſcription, Look upon 
me, and learn to fear God ; take 
warning by. my Torments and Ds- 
ſpair, leaft your unbelief-and- pro- 


faneneſs bring down the ſame Ven- 


geance on your Heads - T here are 
Pillars of Salt ſet up every where for 


our remembrance : The fire of Hell 


bath kindled upon multitudes of fin- 
ners, andthe worm that mever dies 
does begin to gnaw their Conſcien- 
ces, even while they are on this ſide 

the Grave. | 
Do any ſeeka proof of this? What 
mean thoſe Selft-Murders which are 
COM 
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The Preface. 
committed ſo frequently! This is ſo 


Common that fow regard it, andihey 


' andenquire into it: But whence come 
they > How ſhould Men hate their 
own Life,and heave an Heart toper- 
petrate ſuch a Villany to Deſtroy 
that which is the deareſt thing is 
all the World unto them 2 $elf- 
murder ! what ar unnatural wick- 
| edneſs > Thouſands are ſo deſperate 
"| as for the enjoyment of this preſent 
Life, tho ſo ſport and uncertain, to 
. | venture an eternity to come 5 for a 
few Months of finful Pleaſure, they 
will hazard the loſs of an immortal 
| Soul; ſo ſweet is Life, ſuch a darling} 
But theſe wretches lay violent hands 
|; #pon themſelves, and caſt awaythis 
| Pearl of Price, ſounſpeakably preti- 


ous, and had by all men in Eſtima- 


tion above the whole World. Let A- 
| theiſts ad Scoffers ſay what they 


can againit theTerrours of the Lord, 
| aud 


are very few that examin the Caſe 


The Preface, 


and the anguiſh that ariſeth from” 


the horrours of Conſerewco,#his abun- 
danily proves it: ben prophane and 
wicked Creatures thus deitroy their 
lives, it 3s evident that they are un- 
der the ſenſe of the wrath of theAl- 
mighty, that their Conſciences are 


wounded deeply, that the Arrows of 


the Lord flick faſt in them, which 
they are not able to bear the ſmart 
and anguiſh of, and therefore would, 
If poſſable, put an-erd to their very 

ing. I do net ſay, that all that do 
thus are moved by this occafion, but 
ordinarily ſoit is, and tis no hard 
thing to diſcern when it proceeds 
from ſuch grounds of Horrour and 


Deſpair : Who doubts of it, whether | 


Judas did Hang himſelf ont of guilt 


and horrour?whenthey are the ungod- 


ly,and the greatest finners who prove 
ſuch Felo-de (e's, there is no room 


fr befitation: When they arethe in- 
tolerably proud covetous,envious, fil- 
thy 


The Preface. 


thy and unclean, Sabbath breakers, 
and ſuch whoſe hearts Satan hath 
filled with wickedneſs 5 perſons who 

' have bighly offended God. and liv- 
, ed in contempt of his Laws 5 where 
ſuch can find no peace in their trou> 
bles, no hope what can any man 
think of their Self-murders, but that 
they ariſe from this Deſpair? Were 
this matter well conſidered, there 
might be an excellent Argument raiſ- 
ed ont of it, and managed tothe ad- 
vantage of Religion, againſt thoſe 
who would fain put off the man,and 
perſuade themſelves there is no God, 
at leait that he is not ſuch a God as 
the holy Seriptures reveal him ts be, 
notOmniſcient,and one that will re- 
ward every one according to their 
ways and works : who haih a wit- 
neſs within every man, and whoſe 
judgments are every where abroad in 
the world,declaring his JuStice, and 
what ſhall certainly come af 
ere- 


| 
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hereafter. T his is a ſort of proof near 
of kin io what I ſhall produce, and 
therefore I do but tonch upon it in 
this place, making way to matters 
more plain and cogent, to examples 
which will irrefragably evidence the 
Truth in hand {(\c.)that ſinners are 
by their wicked ways reducedto hore 
rour and deſpair, ſuch as doth ever 
demonſtrate CGiod to be, and alſs to 
be an avenger of the ungodly :. Some 
have been made fich of fin in this 
life, and have confeſs openly, freely 
ard plentifully tothe Glory of God, 
and this they have done, eſpecially 
who have laid violent hands upon 
themſelues,and have beer very won- 
derfully preſerv'd. Now out of many 
I will quote one example of this kind 
in the firſt place, making ſuch ob- 
ſervations and improvements 4s n4- 
turally flow from the ſame 3 a late 
Example of wy own perſonal know- 


leds. 
a Sta, I. 
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$ I. 
N the year 168g. Octeb. 27. a© 
bout 5 of the Clock in theE- 
vening one R.L, cut his own 
throat, with an intention of 
Self-murder, It was done but a 
few doors from the place of my a- 
bode ; ſo thatthe Report and Our- 
cry reached me in a few minutes $ 
The man had always been a 
ſtranger to me; fothat I know not 
that I had ever ſeen his Face ; how- 
ever, I had no manner of acquaint+ 
ance with him ; but being moved 
with the relation of ſuch a Trage- 
dy, I was deſirous to come into the 
preſenceof rhe poor wretch, and in- 
form my ſelf of what had paſt, to 
learn the true grounds of ſuch a 
yo of W ickedneſs,and to obſerve 
is Carriage and Behayiouras well 
2 to be ready to yield any Miniſte- 
_-: 


(2) 
rial help, as there ſhould be Oppors 
tunity, It was but alittle while e're 
I prevail'd with a Gentleman, who 


had ſufficient Knowledge of him,to 


introduce me. Being come to the 
Chamber where he had done this 


horrid Fa&, which was now thron- . 


ged with Spectators,my Friend took 
toone ſide of the Bed, and my ſelf 
t© the other ; His Wound was dreſt 
by the Chyrurgeon, being very large 
and dcep : the Wind Pipe was cut 
about half through ; ſo that all a+ 
bout him concluded he was paſt re- 


covery.and io he judged of himſelf, 


thol really thought, orherwiſe, and 
told my cncughtsto ſome that night; 


by his freenels of Speech, and orher 


circamſtances, having Reaſon to 
hope tha: the Chyrnrgeon would 
pertorm his part ſo well as ro make 
a Cure, which to his praiſe he did, 
The Caſe being rhus, I preſently ap- 
plied my ſeif tohim, asxingy hat 


male bm to commit ſuch alVickedneſs as 


to go about te murder buſes? At my 
firſt ſpeakin- t- gave lile heeo;but 
asking him again to the ſame ctica, 
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immediately he turned himſelf a- 
bout to me, and ſhew'd a wonderful 
willingneſs to fall into diſcourſe, I'o 
. me it ſeem'd, that ſo ſoon as eyer he 
recolleted who 1 was, he was glad 
of my Company.l ſtill putthe ſame 
Queſtion; and now he rephed, cas 
ſting it upon the Devil; declaring 
how he was perpetually tempted to com- 
mit ſomewhat of thzs kind. 1rthen de- 
manded, hew the Devil ſhould prevail 
ſo far as this upon him, and carry hin 
' away ſo that he could dare to deſtroy hrs 
own life > IT hen he began to lay o- 
.| pen, and ſpread before me his paſt 
| Life; and truly he delivered himſelf 
ſo freely, diſtintly and openly, the 
Room all the while being tull of com- 
pay (roo many of them ſuch as had 
. | been partakers with him in ſome,at ' 
| leaſt, of his Wickednefles) that it 
* was beyond what I could have ex? 
peed. He rold me how he had left 
| hisTrade,being by profeſſion a Sad- 
ler at Rochefer, being debauch'd be- 
fore, but then waxing much worſe 
and worſe; he bemoaned - his lewd 
| Company keeping,whereby he was 


[. 4 ) 


hardened every day more than ©o- 
ther; eſpecially the fin of Sabbath- 
breaking he confeſs'd, and bewailed 
above all the reſt, having of late >» 
years ſeldom or neyer attended up- 
on the publick Worſhip of God. At 
2be fir(t, {aid he, 7 ſpent indeed 200d part 
of my time in reading privately at home, 
Gut then I fell off from that alſo, and fre- 
quented Ale-bouſes, and ſuch like places 
on that day, ſpending the Sabbath in 


drinking, revelling, &c, While he 


was relating theſe things, one came 
1n, who had becn an Old Compani- 
on, and too much converſant with 
him in thoſe ways t H<« ſeeing him 
ſtanding at the Beds Feetzcryed out, 
Oh have acare, beware; you ſee 
what thoſe wicked courſes have brought. 
me to, especially the ſin of Sabbatb-brea- 
king. Theſe words he uttered not 
without warmth and vehemency, 
After ſuch a Narration as this made 
to me, and ſome other diſcourſes be- 
ueſted me to pra 
fr 
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ET 4 
be ſpared but to the morning: One Night * 
but One Night ! that it wonld pleaſe God 
to graut him but that Petition, that be 
might have a ſhort time to repent, confe/3 


"| bps fins, and call upon the Lord for for- 


giveneſs and mercy. | reply'd, T hat 
it was not a thing he could expect; 
how could he think God ſhould be 
ſo gracious to ſpare his Life when he 
had attempted ſo wickedly ro take 
it away ? Why ſhould he look for 
this Favour at God's hands.ſeeivg he 
had left him fo long. and moſt deſ- 
perately caſt himſelt away, com- 
mitting Self-Murder! How could 
he think God would hear his Cry !. 

It was a time to look after his Sculg 
and to humble himſelf. Oh buty 
ſaith he, the Malefeftors many times 
have a Repreive;, they are not preſently 
executed after Sentence zs paſt ; and will 
not God ſpare me a few hours,only to the 
morning? Oh! may not this be, that Z 
may have ſome $ace for repentance, and 
to ſeek pardon of my fins, i or my own 
part, as I hinted before, [1 verily: 
thought he might be recovered,and 
his deadly wound healed, calling ta 
© ns mind 
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mind Inſtances of a like nature; 
| when the Caſe had been more deſ- 
Perate, and yet a Cure wrought. But 


thus I diſcourſed ro bring him to 'F 


deep humiliation, and godly ſorrow 
and earneſt ſupplication torhe Lor 
for grace and mercy. Then he call- 


ed for his Bible,and therein he ſhew- 


ed me ſeyeral Portions of Scripture, 
which he had formerly taken no- 
tice of, and received foie Conviai- 
ons from ; underneath theſe he had 
drawn black lines, and marked with 
a Pen,and truly they were very ma- 
ny, At this] wondred a little, find- 
Ing that he had been ſometime no 
negligent Reader of the Word. of 
God, We turned to the 518 Pal, 
and other Portions ſuitable to his 


condition. \We read and ſearcht in- 


to them, and 1 ſtill gave him all che 
light and help Icould poflible. Then 
again he deſired me to pray with 


him, which 1 did, there being a ve- 


Ty mixt Company in the Room 
ſome of them too well acquainted 
with him inthe days of his Impic- 
ty, After Praycr was ended, and 
DE RF ſomc 
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. ſome little diſcourſe, I took ray 
leave, but could hardly get leave 
from him to depart, he holding me 
. by the hand, and deliring my help; 
Bur it grew late in the night, and | 
was unwilling to hold bim ditcour- 
ſing any longer, conltdering rhe 
oreat effuſion of blood, and other 
circumſtances, whereby his fpirirs 
muſt needs be exhauſted, and much 
weaknefs follow, which requireth 
reſt 2 Sol left him, directing him 
ſpiritually, according to the ability 
God had given me ; particularly 
advizing him not to yield himſelf 
up to Sathan's temptations, nor 
hearken ro any of his ſuggeſtions, 
or be affrighted at them, however 
he was diſturbed, but to compole 
himſelf, and wait upon God, and 
ſee if he would not be more merci- 
ful to him than he expeted, even 
with reſpc&t to this preſent lite: 
Bur I could not thus part with him 
| for that night, but about an hour 
or two after I returned, enquirin 
of the watchers,of his ſtate ; I wo 
his ming had _ much diſturbed, 
D 35 on 


. . 
he had talked to them of very 
frightful appatitions; and upon my 
dealing more conſiderately with 
him, he was not preſently brought 
off from the ſame,but did ſeriouſly 


own to me that there were appart- - 


tionsof Devils, tempting him, and 
terrifying him + 1 laboured to 
calm his tumultuous mind, and ap- 
plied my ſelf to him much as be- 
tore, endeavouring to bring him to 
a ſenſe of his fin, not only in this 
horrid faQ,but in his life paſt,which 


had led him on to this wicked- - 


neſs, hardning his heart,and giving 
Sathan ſach an admiſſion, and fo 
great adyantage againſt him ; di- 
{courling of the juſtice of God, and 
alſo of the redemption through 
Chriſt, and the riches of divine 
grace to ſaye penitent ſinners, eyen 


the chiefeft of them, upon their rrue , , 


and unfeigned faith in the Son of 
God, In all this he was very atten- 
tive, taking in all that was faid 
with great greedineſs and inten.1on 
of foul, expreſſing wonderful repen- 


tance, and crying mightily to "4 
as 


- 
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for mercy ; ſtil] he was exceeding 
importunate that he might live but 
2 little while roperform that great 
. work of preparing for an entrance 
into eternity ; Bur if it pleaſed God 
to ſpare his life, O then how glad- 
ly ſhould he maniteſt and declare 
his repentance to all the world,and 
what manner of perſon would he 
be 2 Ifill continued to viſit him, 
next day, and I think ſome few 
days after till he was our of danger, 


- | and began to recover his former 


ſlate of health. This is the ſumm 
of what I am able to recolle& of 
that black Tragedy ; and indeed it 
is ſo long ſince, that I cannot be fo 
particular as 1 would : Little did I 
think then of making ſuch uſe of 
this Example, Bur as to the mats 
ters of any importance, I dare ap+ 
peal tothe omnipotent God, it is the 
Truth ; yea, che perſon 1s now liy- 
Ing at this time of writing, who 1s 
the Subje& of this Relation; and it 
Was all ſaid and done openly. 

— Nowlwill make ſome Remarks,or 
4nimadverſions upon the whole, to 


© 
proſecute my great and only deſion 
10 writing atter this kind and man- 
ner. 

I. How came this Felo-de-ſe (for 
ſuch he was to the purpole of his 
Heart) ro fail under fuch horrour 
immediately upon the committing 
of this wickednels 2.It rhere be no 
God, no Judgment to come, but Re- 
ligion be a Publick Cheat, let on foot 
only for Private ends; then whence 
was it that this poor creature who 
had been hardning himſelt ſo long 
in fin, and now itruck this blow, 
ſhould immcdiately recoil, and be 
ſtarcled at the thoughts of Death ? 
ſurely, upon the grounds the Athe- 
its go, now was a time for him to 
have Triumphed, as having ac- 
compliſhed his deſire, and put an 


end to his miſerable Life : He had 


been long weary of Living, and 
now he had deſperately cxtinguiſh'd 
the Light of Life ; how came he 
then to repent of what he had done, 
and to have ſuch a dread of the 
darkneſs hethought to hide himſelf 
in? Alas ! 'tis eyident there was a 
L Conz 
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Conſcience firiving and rouſed our 
of its deep f{leep, which Revealed 
the wrath of God and his righte- 
ous Judgments. . 

2. Whence came this ſudden 
change and alteration ? Such fear 
4 and horrour and amazement in a 
| few Moments ? Upon ſpeaking a 
few words, and debating the mat- 
ter calmly, the man became quite 
| another than juſt before ; whence 
: ſhould this proceed ? Was there not 
-Þ (T1 84) ſomething Divine in this 
TI ſudden alteration ? Indeed Atheiſts 
| may braye it out while _ ar 

living, and in their ſtrength an 
heat of Biood z but when it comes 
to Death, and they have the $Sen- 
tence thereof paſt within them- 
| ſelves, and a fearful expeRation of 
the Righteous Judgment of the great 
God, tnen their Hearts muſt needs 
_ fail chem; they ſay indeed it ſhall 
not, but they promiſe more than 
they ordinarily perform + We ſee 
the contrary daily, even. in thoſe 
Who were no ways behind them, 
Who ſpeak ſo preſumptuouſly $3 And 

G what 
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What if they dic deſperately? This 
ds no Argument ; a Mad- man may 
throw himſclf into the Fire or Wa- 
ter, but who doth not know he 
takes the way to be burnt or drown- 
ed > Adeſperate Death of an Athe- 
iſtical W retch diſproves not a Judg- 
ment to come ; and that Deſperation 1s 
the faireſt {ide of their Exit; for 
Peace, and Comfort, and Hope they 
have none, 

3. Whence came thoſe frightful 


Apparitions of Devils, or wicked | 


Spirits, diſtracting his Mind, and 
tormenting him now more than e- 
ver ? If this proceeded only from a 
Natural Cauſc, he muſt be yery wiſe 
that can aſſign it 3 The. lo of Blood 
could not in the leaſt diſpoſe to 1t; 
bur contrariwiſe, it muſt —_— 
tendito Dizzineſs, and a Lethargic 

Frame, The Body was not diſtem- 
pered with a Fever before,only the 
reſcleſineſs.of the Mind might ſome- 
what affe& it ; but all on a ſudden 
the Man was full of. Terror and af- 
ifrightcd with Piſtons: and Speffrums 2 


He had horror in bzs lcoks; the Soy! did 


as 


» 
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25 it were ſhew ir ſelf through the 
Windows, in a ghaſtly mannery 
frighted, and full of confuſion. How, 
many thoulands have ſuttered worſe 
_ than all this in their bodies, and diſ- 
covercd no ſuch fear or terror, talked 
of no iuch dreadtul Apparicions? T'o 
ſay, that this was only Fancy and I 
any una, ct a fir of Melancholy: 
or Frenzy, would be very trifling g 
For there was no bodily diſtemper. 
that did neceſſarily diſpole to ſucly 
things, Was it ever known, that 
upon ſuch a W ound,or the topping 
ol the flux of Blood, by the Chyrurgs-. 
on, Men fell immediately into fear, 
and terror, and confuſion, and talking 
of being tempred and tormented by, 
the Devil? Ask the Chyrurgeons con- 
. cerning all the Inſefions, Amputations, 
or Cauteries, they make, where the 
pain is unqueſtionably very great 
many times,and the Caſe eyery way 
more terrible,if nothing but whar is 
natural be conſidered ; ask them, I 
ſay,if ever they found their Patients 
in ſuch a Iemper. No, here was 
Guilt, a wounded Conſcience, and Satan , 

" -  oN __ tithe 


( 14 ) 
like a Lion, roaring upon hrs prey ; and 
thoſe infernal Vultures flocking to- 
gether about the ſame to deyour 
It. 

Bur, 4.. Is this any newthing, and 
not the ſad Experience of ail Ages, 
in innumerableExamples of like na- 
ture» Doth not God threaten ſin- 
ners,and do not his Judgments ſome- 
times oycrtake chem thus?'How ma- 
ny Sabbath-breakers and Scoffers 
have been brought to ſuch a confe(- 
ſton, and ſtruck with dread and horror 
at the end of their Lives? Thoſe of 
chem rhat have died natural deaths, 
have been ofc nader the ſame Con- 
wulfions and Agonies of Soul, as well as 
choſe that died violent deaths ; there 
hatch been no difference ; ſo certain 
it is that a gwlty conſcience hath been 
the cauſe of ſuch fearful ends, and 
not any unaccountable diſorder of 


body. 


$ 8. 
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The former Inſtance may, and 
doth ſufficiently eyince this, That man 
zs ſubject to the Dominion of God, not only 
as a Creature, but as a Creature endued 
mith reaſon and underſtanding, baving a 
conſcience which binds him over to the 
judoment of the eternal God. It was not 
{laviſh fear, and crafty inſinuations 
of deſigning men, that brought the 
firſt Notion of God into the world; 
but God himſelf pur this Fear into 
man's heart; ſo that wheneyer he 
ſins willtully, and contumeliouſly, 
he is con{igned over to the Judg- 
me:'t, and bound in Chains of Dark- 
neſs and Horror againſt the Judement 
of the laſt Day. 

The following Example will 
make this matter yet more clear and 
evident,and anſwer the Title fully, 
being a Caſe of dewnright Dear, 
under a ſcnſe of th: Wrath of the 
C 3 Al 


( 16.) 
Flmighty, without being able to 
take the leaſt comfort. 


"Tis chus, Being called to a poor | 


Woman in the Neighbourhood 
one 74. T. who was very lick an 

weak in body, and drawing nigh to 
her End, her Husband importuned 
me to haſten away as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble, becaufe ſhe was withal lying 
under a very great diſturbance an 

diſſatisfation of mind ; Hetold me 
her Trouble of Spirits aroſe from 
ſome Opinion relating to matters of 
Religion, which ſhe had imbibed in 


her Nouth, and now it became her |. 


burthen. But when I came, I found 
another kind of Trouble, another 
Cauſe, and of a deeper Dye. The 
Woman: lay in great Anguiſh, exs 

ceedingly diſquieted in her Soul; the 
Occaſion far wide of what her Hus- 
band ſuggeſted; but he ſpake as he 
thought, thoſe about the omar 
keeping back the true Cauſe from 
him (as they told me) 'out of Pru- 
dence, he being of too Rugged a 
Temper and Carriage. It was this; 


In the mean time while ſhe vo a 
| 4% 


(17) 
Servant, a lewd Fellow-ſervant had 
oft attemted to corrupt her Chaſticy,, 
following her up and down ; 
continually, taking all oc- Det: 


 Caſtons to humble her; in the 21.143 


dark about the Houſe, in 

the Fields where ſhe was employed 
in Countrey buſineſs, She refiſted, 
and zithſtood bim for a long time wery- 
21g0r0ufly, and never yielded up- her 
ſelf ro his Luſts abſolutely, ro the 
laſt ; bur in ſhore, not making the 
Caſe Known, nor ſeeking Helpz at 
laſt, through the Luſts of her own 
heart, and the Snare of the Devil, 
being fo oft _ and fe laſcimouſ- 
ly, by a filthy wretch, ſhe was guil-' 
ty of too much dalliance, and ſuffered. 
what ought not to have been. 

Thus ſhe got a Wound and Bruife 
in her Soul, which now cauſed Paim 
and Anguitſh zntolerable, | 

She told me, ſhe was a Reprebate; 
a damned wretch, that God had #0 
mercy for her ;, yea, upon every turn 
this was her Expreſſion, That ſhs 
felt Hell-Fire within her. When 1 
replied, That the Lord was willing 
Si: to. 


(18) 
co forgive Sinners, even the Chief- 
eſt, .upon their Repentance, and 
Faith in his Son, who hai ſufftred 
the Wrath of God due to ſin, to 


fatisfte for the ſame, and reconcile *|- 


Ls to the Father ; That God was cn- 
gaped to forgive ſuch pcnitent Be- 
Iicyers, and we ſinned in not Jaying 
bold on his Covenant; ſhe would re- 


ply, It zs true, but 1 bave wilfully fin- - 


wed, and am atually caſi off b God and 
am rejefed for ever. Sine ſhock and 
trembled, and jweat in ſuch a manner 
while (be was diſcivting her fin, and 
declaring her Anguiſh and Tor- 
ment, that it was a ſad ching to be- 
hold a poor wretch lying in ſo mi- 
ſerable a condition, and enough to 
make one think that every thing 
was as dreadiul as ſhe ſaid. When 
1] found that no Argument would 
move her, to expreſs any hope 1n 
God's Mercy, bur ſhe turned all up: 
en her ſelf, aiter the manner of ſuch 


deſpairing Wretches, like Spira of 


Old, and ſuch as have been quoted 
of the ſame kind : I detanded of 


her whether ſhe was willing (could 
| find 
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_ find her heart willing) to be ſaved? 


whether, if God ſhould work (uch 
a wender (as ſhe thought of 11) as 
ro pluck her as a Frand out of the 
Fire, and to give her an Iuherir- 
ance in Heaven, ſhe would thank 
God, and be glad therein ? Hcre ſhe 
pauſed, and was at atiand: I urged 
her to ſpeak her mind, to confider 
and aniwcr, It her torments were 
ſo great alrcady, and her fear and 
dread ſo much greater, would ſhe 
not bleſs the Lord ro be delivered 
from the lowcſt Hell. and to be fa- 
yed with everlaſting Salyation> Ar 
len. i ſhe told me, Yes. Then l fer 
1” with her anſwer, and ſhewed her 
how willing God was, how graci- 
ous, that nothing was wanting on 
his part; that it ſhe could believe 
all things were pcflible, the ſhould 
ſee the ſalvation of God But now 
ſhe return'd her Old Reply ; it was 
indeed the truth ; but her Time was 
paſs ; ſhe was even now ſuffering the 
Wrath of God, the Torments of the 
Damned, HeR Fire was already kindled 
upon ber, 1 conſels, ſhe kept fo clole 
to 


(.20 ) 


to this, that it filencd me; and 


tho my heart was melted, and my 
Spiric much moved to reveal the 
Go of God, and the unſearcha- 
ble Riches thereof, yer I could not 
beat her our of that ſtrong hold. In 
the end, I prayed by her, and then 
having ſpenta lictle time more in 
Diſcourſe, I departed. 

ThisI had upon my own Spirit, 
that God had Mercy for her. Me- 
thoughts I could ſpy ſomething to 


_. build upon for hope of her Salvati- 
-on;thol mult confeſs to the very laſt, 


even at parting,ſhe ſaid ſtill the ſame 


things, That Hell was her portion, that 


ſhe had now an Het within, that her tor- 
ments were dreadful ; and ſome other 
Exprefhons worſe (in ſme ſenſe.) 
On-:e I replyed. She was yet upon 
Earth, on thrzs ſide the Grave, in the 
land of the living (becauſe ſhe never 
ceaſed ſaying, ſhe was in Hell): She 
returned again,rnat the 1rath of God 
was Hell, and that ſhe ſuffered and'*en- 
dured without any d'fference from thoſes 1 
the place of eternal Torments. This 1s 
the Sum of what I can call to mind 


of 
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( 21 ) 
of this dreadful Example: She di- 
ed (as I heardafterwards, npon Ea- 
quiry) ſoon after. There was little 


- or no notice of her condition, all 


being done in a corner, among poor 
people, where Vilitors were few, and 
they were all willing to conceal fo 
ſad a Caſe : So that I know no fur- 
ther than what Ilearnt by this One 
Viſit; and if I had not been call'd 
ſo Providentially, what is here rela- 
ted hadbeen all loſt, and in all like- 


lihood4 had neyer been brought to- 


light. 
Now let Us confider,and ſee whar 

Arguments may be raiſed hence to 
be employed on the behalf of our 
Chriſtian Faith, againſt Atheiſts and 


Scoficrs. 


 (1.) I obſerve how ſmall a mat- 
ter (as Men would be apt to ſpeak) 
cauſed all this Diſturbance ; what a 
{pack of {in ſer the Conſcience of 
this ponr creature on fire, Wan- 
conneſs and DPalliance, how 
common 1s it in the world ? -Whar. 


a triyial Matter is it with many to 


ſtir 
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(22). 
ſtir up Luſts in themſelves or others; 
by wauton Embraces, and ſuch like 


Behaviour as is not fit to be named. 


[Thoſe fins comprehended in the A- 
poſtles Phraſe of Works of 

Rom. Darkneſs, are praQtic'd eve- 
13.12. ry where openly, in City 
and Countrey. . But ic was 

this that caſed all theſe Convulſt- 
ons aud Aynnies in this miſerable 
Woman O that M-n and Women, 
Young Men and Maids, would be 
Sobcr and Temperate, that they 
would be afraid to do thoſe things 
Which tend to ſhane and contuſton; 
yea, the end of which ts death, Learn 
y this 1nſtance ro fly youthrul Luſts, 
roavoid thoſe wanton courſes which 
corrupt good Manners, waſte and 
wound the Conſcience, lead {inners 
to the very Suburbs of Hell, and 
whence there is no deliverance 
without the diſplaying of the Rich- 
esof Divine Grace. But, 
(2 ) Whence ſhould this Horror 
and black Deſpair proceed 2 How 
came this Worm of Conſcience ſo 
gricyouſly to gaaw up91 her heart? 


| 


(23) 
A Wound and Reproach ſhe had 
| got none among Men, nay, her Hus- 

Fand himſelf had nothing to re- 
proach her withal, and yet ſhe was 


:/. ſeized with this Horror and Def- 


pair, and a Cloud of Darkneſs 
came over her at her yery end, and 
a dreadful Storm and Il empeſt did 
ſeemingly carry her away. If all 
were the Fruit of Natural ſhame, a- 
riling only from the Prejudice of 
Education (as Atheiſts talk) why 
then did ſhe not ſmother it ? What 


'|* forcd her toreveal it at the-veryend 


of her Lite? Or how came it to 
rorment her ſo exceedingly? I dare 
be confident the Atheiſts and Scof- 
fers commir greater Abominations 
than all this, and reveal it not, be- 
cauſe they are not yet under ſuch a 
fearful ExpeQation of the righteous 
Judgment of God. Bur when God 
' ſets ſin thus in order, then none can 
ſtand, bur the heartsof all fleſh faint 
and fail; then Fear and Horror 
ſcize upon the ſinners. This, this 
was the Cauſe, that though fte was 


dying, yet fhc muſt ageds _ 
her 


(24 ) 
het ſin; therefore ſhe could not 
hold it in, becauſe ſhe was full of 
the Fury of the Lord. Ir was nei- 
ther common fickneis, nor . com- 
mon ſhame could cauſe all theſe 
Pangs and Commotions. To fee a 
wretch lye in this condition, ſweat- 
ing and ſhaking, and looking with 
a countenance which ſpoke her ins 
ward Terrour, and talking at fuch 
a rate of the Wrath of God upon 
her: What creature that hath the 
Underſtanding of a Man, but muſt 
conciuce here was the fiager of God 
in it? Surely they are blind that 
cannot ſee this, they are without 


Reaſon, who would impure all ro 


I kaow not what Occaſions, rather 
than confeſs the Truth, to the Ho- 
nour of the great God, and Judgeof 
ali the wocld:; It may be their own 
time may come when they ſhall be 
taught with an !ron Rod and Scor- 
pions, Yet further, 

C4,) Toblcrve her godly Educa- 
tion ; for this, as. ſhe rold me, ſhe 
had cnjayed, and it, was a great Ad- 
dition to, het Load and Loraeat: 
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'Her Parents were Religious Perſons, 
and inſtructed her well, ſo that ſhe 
knew ſhe ought nottoyield to that 
wicked Servants Temprations, and 


-\. ſtrugglings with her, without re- 


yealing them, and uſing means to 
be freed from ſuch finiuineſs. Now 
this is very conſiderable, T's true 
indecd the Atheiſts will catch at this 
.as though it made for them. and 
Rrengthned their prophane Princi- 
ples, the ſtreſs being great they la 
upon it; Say they, So it is den 
* Where perſons have been brought up 
with þ 64 Notions of Heaven and 
Hell, of Eternal Vengeance due to 
ſin, and the Tormeats prepar'd in 
another world for the T ranigreflors 
of the Law of God; T hefe things, 
lay they, in time of bodily w_ 
neſs come to mind, and diſturb the 


Man or Woman, working upon the 


Fancy or Imagination in a very 
frightful manner, juſt as the ſtories 
of terrible Chimera's told to Chil- 
dren, make deep impreſfion upon 
them, doing wrong to their Na- 
ture, by diſpoſing themto fear, ans 
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(26) 
a timorous frame ever afcer. So 


ſhamefully do many diſcover: their 
Principles, comparing the Terrors . 


of the Law, and the I hreatnings 


of the I cue and Fternal God; to 
ſuch Vanicies and T rifles. But will 
they hear Reaſon, and receive an 
Anſwer grounded upon the ſame , 
rogether with Experience ,, and 
Scripture which is fullfilled in the 
Eyes of all the World every Day? 
] anſwer then, 

(1 ) How comes it about that all 
ſorts of Perſons fall under rhis Fear 
and Terror, all after che ſame man- 
ner, and ſometimes thoſe who are 
leaſt likely, in the higheſt degree ? 
Rich and Poor, Ignorant and W iſe, 
Young and Old, Male and Female, 
thoſe that have bur litcle of this E- 
ducation as well as they that have 
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the moſt, What think they of E 


thoſe Honourable Perſonages of 
High Birth, of pregnant Parts , 
who drank as deep of their Cup of 
Abomination in their Life-rime, as 
themſelves, and yet in their Deaths 
felt under the ſame Fears and = 

CL- 
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(27) 
ſternation 2 Surely the wiſe, and 
they that had been hardening their 
hearts a long time, and fortiiying- 
themſelves ſo mightily,, profcſhng 
| ſuch Principles as theſe, ſhould have 


quite vanquiſh'd thoſe yain Fears, 


if they had bcen really no other 
and meer Scare- Scrows, W hat will 
they fay tothe Death,and dying Re> 
m »nſtrance of the late E. of R, 


* But (>.) Doth not the Scripture 
ſay this very thing, That God will 


.|, be more terrible to cnlightnzd Of- 


fcaders than to thoſe who ſin thro! 
Tanorance 2? Are not they 
threatned to be beaten with Luke 12, 
many ſiripes > Doh not | 
God denounce greater W ra:h againſt 
his own People than o- 

thers> You only have I Amos 3.2. 
known of ail the Families of 

, the Earth, therefore 1 will puniſh you 
for. your Iniquittes, 

Now if God chreaten this, if the 
Scripture prophecy of ſuch a thing, 
and it come irequently to paſs, it 1s 
evident that it is of God, and mae 
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[ 20 ) 
the fame Scripture is the: Word of 
Truth. For Perſons who have apo-: 
ſtatized from their former profetli-' 
on of Godlineſs, who have depar-- 
ted from the way in which they 
have Religiouſly been trained up 
from their Childhood; for them to 
have their Conſciences wounded , 
and to fall under Horror and De- 
_—_ is no ſtrange thing, but what 
z0d may juſtly infliit upon them, 
and what he hath threained to do. 


Bur (3-) If Education be a refi- 
ming of Nature, as verily it is, 
which none bat brutiſh perſons will 
deny , then the impreſſions which 
are made by ſuch education are not 
ro be.counted otherwite than good 
and noble, notto be deſpiſed and 
condemned, but well ſpoken ef;and' 
reckoned ſuch as tend to perfett the 
man. They that crye out againſt 
Chriſtian education at the -rate that: 
Atheiſts do, that ſcoff and- mock 
thereat, arguing after that manner; 
making the beſl fruits and cfieQs of 
'Ir to be meer folly and-madne(s,'are 
| > = - uw 


themſelves inſufferable, and wor- 
thy to be baniſhed into a land not 
inhabited by men, at leaſt not by 
Chriſtians. What would they bring 
the World to? To wallow in ſins 
and luſts, to commit all iniquity 
with greedinefs ; put out the cyes of 
the underſtanding ; ſtifle conſcience 
and ſcar it as with an hot iron ; , let 
looſe the inordinate afteQions; , and 
extinguiſh all Goſpel - revelation ? 
No queſtion of it ; this is ac the bqt- 
tom of their crying down religious 
c.Jucation. Should a Club of drunk- 
ards cry down all Sobriety, it were 
more tolerable than for men of no 
religion (fave the name only). to 
decry religious education. Should 
thoſe poor creatures 1n Bbedlam's 
Hoſpital calk againſt reaſon,and laugh 
at all who were not guilty - of their 
dotages and cxtravagancies, there 
would be more reaſon. ro hearken 
and affent to all they ſay, thought 
they ſet folly never ſo high aboye 
wiſdom, thanto lend ancar to thoſe 
Montters of Men who ſct their 
mouths againſt Heayen, .and fpir 
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gens ( 30) 
eir yenom upon every good 
thing, who talk againſt God 22nd 
Immortality,and a rcſurreion,and 
conſcience, and aJudgment to come, 
and would kill religion in the very 
bud of Chriſtian nies: Who 


can endure to hear licentious 


Ayretches beiching out thoſe loath- 


ſome principles of theirs, that early 
education is the greateſt 

Man's nature, that the inſtilling 
yertue and religion into then is the 
debaſing of their ſpirits, and mak- 
ing them fearful and cowardly ? 
that this t all the fruir of the care 


and pains of Paſtors, and Parents, 


and Tutors and Maſt: rs > that their 
anſtruQions and reproofs and warn- 
Tngs, as far as they have their foun- 
dation in Religton, are no bettcr 
Than this, ro make men live uncom- 
fortably, and dic im fear and per- 
Plexity. True indeed, it will 
work this, when perſons depart 


from their principles of goadneſs,. 


and give up themſelves to work al 
untighreouſnefs ; then conſcience 
gl ting them, and death _ 

| PLLET 


enemy of 
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(31) 


bitter to them ; but the righteous are 


| as bold asa Lion, and are not afraid 


ro_ meet death, as knowing that fin 


' the ſting of death is raken our by 
. their Redeemer, the Son of God, 


the Meſſtab, in whom they have 
believed. 


6, ITE. 


Becauſe there hath paſt a word 
or two of Education, it will not be 
out of the way to quote an Ex. 
ample of the Vices of young per- 
fons, and the firange cffets they 
have had upon them afterward, all 
their Life Long, working fear and 
cerrour in them, ariiing from the 
forementioned grounds, even the 
fenſe of the Diſpl aſure of the moſt 
your and righteous God, whom they 

aye prov: ked by their lewd prads 
ices, I have known a young man 
(and I would i could not ſay more 
than one.) who bcing at a School 
where 


32 


where the Boys among themſelves 


committed many evil things, even 
Defiling themſelves, and working 
ſuch things as were unſeemly, he 
hereby got ſuch a wound and bruiſe 
in his Conſcience as was never after 
throughly healed, never having 
perfeft joy and comfort afterwards; 
though he wept bitterly, and hum- 
bled himſelf, and repented in the 
very duſt, and laid hold on the pro- 
miſe of Pardon and Forgiveneſs 
through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, yer 
the remembrance of thoſe youthful 
ways was a burden very heavy, and 
a matter of continual fbame and 
trouble : Others might be cheerful 
and comfortable, enjoying tranqui- 


lity and ſerenity of mind, and hay- - 


11g a bright Heayen over their 
heads ; bur as for him he ſtill com- 
plained, that there was a cloud up- 
on his Spirit, and that ſhame and 
confulion were ever betore him; 
and all this aroſe trom that carly 
praQice which his companions en; 
Ticed him to, even to ſpore them; 
felyes rogether in; fuch a Manner as 


ac 
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defiled: them :- 1r{;is not fit. fo ex- 
pre(s the-matter more plainly, for 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks of thoſe great- 
er crimes of the: Heathens, *tis true 
of this little ſeed and 

bud of that wicked- Epi. 5." 12. 
neſs it :s a ſhame even to - 14 
ſpeak of thoſe things which are done of 
them in ſecret. And yerily it would 
be ann excellent peice of lervice to 
Chriſtian Religion if goyernours of 
families, eſpecially they who take 
youth to board for publick Schools, 
and School- Maſters themſelyes, 
would have. a watchful eye over 
thoſe committed to their truſt ; IF 
they would employ and'encourage 
ſome youths they could truſt to 
make report. of the very tecret pra- 
ices of their Companions : Little 
do. many. think what leudnels i$ 
commirted in ;their houſes, yea in 
their ' Schools; what work is made 
for terrour' and horrour in ſome, 
and for eternal Judgment in others: 
Fchey be. not careful of thoſe mat- 
ters, and''do not apply wholeſome 
councel;: wagning, inſtrution, or 
C1449 core 
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correQion if need be, they are-the 
greateſt enemies to their own Reli- 
gion, the berrayers of the beſt parc 
of their traſt, | mean the fouls of 
thoſe under their care and charge 
in the abſence of their Parents. 
I my ſelf have been 2 Boarder in 
ſeyeral Families, when about that 
Age, and in more publick Schools 
than one, and my Heart akes to 
conſider what I have ſeen and 
known of that Nature: O that 
theſe few Lines may he ſeafonable 
to alarm them who have the care 
and tuition of Youth ! Bur to return 


to the example after this neceſſary, 


digrefſion' Remarks may well be 
made upon it, ſuch as thele. 

1. Whence comes it to paſs that 
there ſh-uld be ſuch a little remem- 
brance of youthful ſins? That per- 
ſons ſhould be fo mightily rorment- 
ed upon the account of what they 
committed ſo early ? Indeed what 
hath been here written is not the 
halt what ſome have felt and fiffe- 
red of this nature, it doth not ex- 
preſs the heavineſs hath been many 

hs years 


1 Ly 
mA. : 


2 
; 


(35) 


os 


years upon them; they have mourn: 


ed for their evil ways, and would 
not, conld not, be comforted : 
Though none have accuſed them 
of ſuch things, yea though there 
hath not been the leaſt notice taken 
thereof, not a word or ſyllable dropt 
to ſtir up thame or grief in them, 
yet they have fallea into this ſhame 
and confuſion, and fear, accuſing, 
judging and condemning them=- 
ſelves, What- can this be aſcribed 
ro but the hand of God? Bur the 
Law written in their hearts? And 
that conſcicnce which God hath 
armed with a power to accuſe, wit- 
neſs, judge and condemn ? 

2, Whence was it that nothing 
was ſufficient to relieye them in ſuch 
a caſe, however througbly to heal 
and comfort them, no notthe con+ 
ſidcration of the age in which they 


did fuch things, nor the kind of 


evil committed, nor {uch other 
circumſtances as might attenuate 
and leflen the crime ? Atheiſtical 
perſons mock at all ſin, howeyer 
circumſtantiated, but ſurely ſuch 

3 caſes 
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Taſes as theſe they would count 
meer trifles,and turn them off yery 
eaſily, ſporting at ſuch youthful 
extravagancies. But, alas ! Theſe 
conſiderations were not wanting to 
thoſe who yet were ſcarce able to 
bear up under their burden of 
guilt and horrour ; they had rea- 
ſon to conlider the caſe well, and 
make the beſt of it, but theirreaſon 
was that which wounded them 
more deeply, becauſe they ſaw ſuch 
natural corruption within them, ſuch 
early inclinations to evils, and ſuch 
comſent and yeilding to leud and 
wicked companions. The Law of 
God was made for the young as well 
asthe old, and therefore the breach 
of that Law, though in their youth, 
was a grievous wound and tor- 
meutto them. | 

3. The ſecreſy of thoſe young 
finners is very remarkable. Sin- 
ners of all ages and conditions are 
naturally alike afraid of the Law 
therefore they all vainly ſeck to hide 
themſelves; even theſe young ones 
uſe'to ſeek ſecret places to {__ 
tNELA: 
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themſelves; ſo that ſuch 3s theſe 
may well come under the Apoſtles 
rebuke of Chambering | 
andMWantonneſs, as well Rom.13.13. 
* as thoſe who are old 

in fin. There were indeed degrees 
among them, ſome being more 
hardned than others, and nor ſtick-! 
ing at any place, but others, and” 
more commonly, ſeeking a greater 
Privacy. 


$. IV. 


I come now to produce another 
ſort of example, tending ſtill to 
make good the Argument, that 
there is a God, and that he goyerng 
the world, and will in his time 
judge the world, and reward eyery 
man eternally according to his 
works : The proof hath hitherto 
ariſen thus, that che Soul or conſcis 
ence of man hath a certain ſenſe 
thereof, eyen in the greateſt ſinners 

E 2 them: 
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themſelves ; Upon the breach of 
Gods law there hath followed ſhame 
and horrour, ſuch as declares and 
makes it evident to all the world, 
that they expe&t the vengeance of 
the juſt and eternal God to come. 
upon them and conſume them 
and it hath been made as plain, 

That all this was Supernatural: Now 
the following examples are alſo to 
the fame purpoſe, though a little 
differing, and of alower ſphere. It 
hath been my lot to have been ac- 
quainted with ſeyeral perſons who 
have been under great difquietude 
of mind, ſtrange hurries, confuſtons 
and. diſtrations, which have 
brought them almoſt to their wits 
end ; the cauſe of all which bath 
been. preternatural;, 1 mean not 
from their bodily humours, cons 
ſtiturions and tempers, or at leaſt 
but accidentaily, as I ſhall ſhew, and 
labour to ſet forth by and by : theſe 
caſes were ſpiritual, and ſometimes 
lictle or nothing depending upon 
the body; and they had ends very 
ditferent, ſome very tragical, _ 
Is Witl- 
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without any miſchief coming upote 


them, nay, very comfortable and 
peaceable, going off with greater, 
light and liberty. and tranqu1lity. | 
Once I was called to a man in 
our neighbourhood one R. M. 
whoſe condition was deplorable, 
and the occaſion- of his trouble: 
as ſtrange, and his end-as lamentaz 
blegby laying violent handson him+ 
ſelf, and deſtroying his own lifes. 
The caſe was this, (as he told me 
face to face) One night as he lay in! 
bed he heard (as he thought) greag 
groaning and lamentation made 11T' 
the next room, which: continued 
and increaſed to that height that 
he was exccedingly diſturbed, and 
thought verily that the: Womanz 
who lay there (and was his Houle; 
keeper, he being a fingle Man) was 
the perſon from whom it proceed=- 


ed. Hereupon he aroſe, and en- 


quired of kcr if all were well. She 
anſwered, Yes, Then he returned, 
and immediately heard the ſame 
Groans ; This put him upon think- 
ing what it ſhould mean ; and then 

E 3 It 
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7 darted into his mind, that his $i- 
fer, a poor Weman, who lived a- 
bout a Mile and an half off, was 
Wick and dying: He preſently haſl'n- 
ed away to her Houſe, found the 
door locked, and the Woman in- 
deed fo lick and ſpent, that ſhe was 
not able to riſe aud let him in ; up- 
on this he called help, broke open 
the door, and finding her ina very 
dangerous condition , got Advice 
from one whoPrattisd Phylick (the 
next at hand) who ordered fome 
Medicines, but in vain, for ſke 
 tuickly died. 
This ſtrange accident ſtruck ſuch 
a damp upon his Spirits, that he 
fell immediately into a deep Melan- 
cholly, which-ended at laſt very 
.Tragical, both for Body and Soul ; 
for he Kkilled himſelf, and 
while he lived, lay under hor- 
rour and deſpair. He cried out he 
was Damned, and couid hare no 
Peace or Reſt, or take any Com- 
fort. When I difcourſed him it 
appeared to me that his mind was ' 
wouderfully diſturbed and ow 
| | ed : 


- ww YÞ WO V7 7 


= 0 
—— = R _ 
F . 


_ "TP " > 
ed: He aggravated his crime 8&f 
negleting his poor Siſter ar a 
ſtrange rate. Poor Wretch ! He 
would plead, that not to ſhew pity 
and to help the Fatherleſs and Wi- 
dovrs in diſtreſs,was the greateſt fin 
conceliyable; that it was greater 
than Murder ; that none had finn'& 
like him; tho all this: while no4 
thing' could be learnt that he had; 
been truly guilty in- this Nature g 
tho he charged it indeed from this: 
accident upon himſelf, and it worke: 
ſtrangely upon him, to ſuch an 
height as the ſequel may ſufficient- 
ly make it appear. It was but once' 
I vilited him, when I heard' from 
his own Mouth this extraordinary, 
Relation, and ſaw the diſmal ef- 
feds of it; after ſomeDiſcourfe and 
Prayer, I adviſed him, according to 
=y weak judgment, what courſe to 
take, and what means toule, refer- 
ing him for his Body to a Phyſiti- 
an,. and fo departed; I had hopes 
he would get over this Perplexity 
and Trouble, but I would whar fol- 
lows had not hapned ; tho 1 do not 
E4 charge 
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charge the Miſchicf abſolutely ups 
on the Parties to be mentioned, yet 
*Us pity they ated ſo inconſiderate- 
ly and did ſo much wrong. There 
were a fort of People about him, 
who finding the poor man in this 
trouble, thought ro make a Preſelite 
of him, and preſently ſate in, and 
told himy his way to have Peace and 
Comfort was to be Dipped ; that his 
Infant-baptiſm was of no value, and not 
to be truſted in as any thing yeilding 
Spiritual Profit and Comfort : with this 
new Do&rin they puzl'd afreſh his 
weak diſturbed head, and whereas 
the poor wretch ſtood in need of ſo- 
lid inſtruQion ſuitable to his mala- 
dy, eſpecially that the devices of 
Satan ſhould be laid open to him, 
and his ignorant mind 1inſtrufted in 
thoſe Scriptures by him perverted, 
and the Do@rine of the Grace of 
God in Chriſt cleared ro him ; in- 
ſtead of ſuch Applications they bu- 
fily infuſed this > and this 
preſently 'filled' him with a new 
kind of Diſorder: Now he queſt1- 
oned his Religion, and doubts of hits 
| Opinion 
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Opinion and Principles ; he was in 
no condition to conſider of theſe 
important matters, and yet he dared 
not deliſt : This became a new mat- 
ter of Confuſion, and how great it 
was I was better able to gueſs, than 
to expreſs it, and leave every rea- 
der to jad, Thus was he hurried 
in his mind, and ſuffered not a lit- 
tle by this blind: and inconſiderate 
Zeal: Arlaſt it ended in a perfe& 
Diſtratfion ; then care was taken to- 
prevent what might happen, yet it 
could not be done; for notwith» 
ſtanding the attendance of. two 
en, who were condudting him to 
a neighbouring Town for a Phyſ1- 
tlan's help, he found a means to- 
Cut his Throat. 
-*Tis beſide my purpoſe tomakeRes 
fledtions upon perſons of any Opinion 
or Perſuaſion in Religiou, beltdes Athe- 
iſts, who are its avowed Enemies. 
The Anabapriſts, or the Baptiſts 
(as they rather chuſe to call them- 
ſelves) are men to whom I bare no 
ſuch grudg or envy as to bring up 
any eyil report - upon them, as a 
Calumny 


( 44 ) 
Calumny or unjuft Accuſation+ 
God forbid, that while I am writ” 
ing for Chriſtianity, I ſhould a& fo 
contrary to one of its Principles as to 
do thus. They are Chriſtians, and 
will, I doubt not, eſpouſe this cauſe 
of our Lord with my ſelf; and 
there are ſome of theni\'my worthy 
good Friends,Pious and Judicious per- 
fons ; but this I cauſt Publiſh upon 
this ſad occaſion (and I pray God the 
Guilty would con(ider it) if a Mar 
or Woman come under Trouble of 
Mind, and they can ſpie it cut, or 
if any one newly be joyn'd to their 
fellow Ditlenters of other Opini- 
ons , immediately they ſet upon 
them, thinking that now it 1s their 
time to Proſel:te them to their Party 
and then they urge Dipping, and lay 
ſuch a fireſs upon it, that they make 
it a Salve for every Spiritual Sore, 
and make all Religion to lic in go- 
jng down into the Water. But, 
alas! W hat kind of courfe is this ?- 
To take Advantage of their Bodily 
M—_— and [nfirmity, and confull- 
gn cf their Minds to win perſons,or 

draw: 


(45 ) 
draw them rather toa Party > How 
contrary 1s this to the free and open 
preaching of the Goſpel practiſed 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles? Truth 
ſecks not corner,but loves the clear- 
eſt light; and gets moſt ground 
when it meets its enemies in their 
full ſtrength, and-they have all the 
advantage on their fide they can: 
wiſh or deſire. To a& otherways: 
argues a bad cauſe, or at leaſt a 
raſh zeal to promote a good one in 
a wrong way. Would to God 
ſach proceedings might be laid 
down, and men do fo no more, as 
upon my own experiences and not 
a ſingle one onely, they have done. 


Let Chriſtians labour to build up 


one another in faith in Chriſt, in 
love to God and Man, and ſtir up 
one another to good works, and be- 
ware how they trouble themſclves 
or their hrechren (eſpecially at fo 
unſcaſonable times) with queſtions: 
rending to endlels ſtrife and debate, 
raiſing doubts and ſcruples, and 
ſtriking dread and terrour into ig- 
norant and weak fouls, mtking 
hem 
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them to queſtion their eternal 
well fare, if they do not preſently 
ſubſcribe their Faith, and eſpouſe 
their principles. But enough of this, 
y-t] hope not too much, becauſe my 
matter led me to it, and I cannot 
but judge it neceflary ; God grant it 
may be profitable. 

Now let us recolle& the former 
example, and ſay ſomething of it, 
anſwerable to the chief deſign 1n 
writing, to confute Atheiſts and 
Scofficrs, 

_ Some may think this a barren 

ſubje& ro ground any thing of this 
nature upon, but yer not ſo barren 
a ſoy], bur it may yeild ſome fruit 
to them that ſearch it our. 

I. Iobſerve that this muſt needs 
bea Sathaaical Deluſion, and carried 


on by the wiſe and holy permiſhon. 


of God to bring about his ſecret 


purpoſes. That this was done by 
ſome Angelical fpirit {and rhere 1s 


little reaton to think it a 900d one) 


is ſarely unqueſtionable, For which. 


way (ſhould the ſpirit of this man 
himſelf at and work at this rate, 


- 
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divining at things at ſuch+a di- 


ſtance, and being ſo diſturbed at 
ſounds and noites truly preftgnify+« 
ing ſomewhat of a like nature 


with what he was concerned in ? 


how ſhoald the event prove fo true 
anſwering his thoughts? His Siſter 
being languiſhing and dying at this 
time ; and he nor only fancying 
ſuch a thing, but finding it more 
and more 1cnlibly rill he was led 
to the place where he really difco- 


-| vered the ground of taat amazing 


alarum 2 To deny the matter of 
fatio notably circumitantiared, is 


. for men to ſay that all are liars but 


themſelves ; to attribute it to a 
melancholly fancy or imagination, 
which might by Chance hit upon 
ſuch a thing, would be a reviving 
of that old Atheiſtical dotage, that 


' all things come to paſs by chance, 


according to the ſet of the Epicure- 
ans, even the world it ſelf; but 


' when we ſee the leaſt things ccme 


to paſs thus, as houſes burlded, and 


1 books made, without any help of 


an intelligent cauſe, mecr:y by this 
CRance, 
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chance, then we may hearken to 
ſuch folly. But ſome may ſay that 
melancholly perſons have hit ups 


-on ſtrange preſages, as to ſpeak 


languages they knew not, to per- 
form pcices of art and skill they ne- 
ver had any education to glve 
them knowledge or underſtanding 
in; and fo alſo to prophefy of 
events beyond their natural pawer 
to know ; and ſo this man might 


have a melancholly fancy or con- ' 


ceit of ſomewhat which might 
rove true in the manner recited. 
ur what an 1rrational and abſurd 
ſaying is this, if duely conſidered 2? 
what 1s it grounded upon but meer 


 prelumprion, without any reaſon 


to make it good 2? That this hap- 
pens ſometimes to melancholly 
perſons, or rather to perſons 
poifelt, none doubts; who hath 
not read or heard of ſuch things, 
matcers of faCt unquſtionably true ? 
But if this be of themſelves, and 
not from intelligent agents, who 
invittbly work the ſame; repre - 
ſcnting ſuch things to their 1ma- 

gina - 
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gination, and moving the Organs 
of their bodies, what then ſhall we 
make of it? Whar reaſon ſhall we 
aſſign? Verily a man muſt confeſs 
that there is a divine relation, or a 
diabolical] inſpiration and agencyy 
in all: fuch caſs: He that doth not 
own this, mutt ſay nothing, or as 
good as nothing ; Let any make 
tryal, and ſay turcher, and ſee if he 
doth nor ſpeak abſurdities and con- 
tradiftions, and diſcover his own 
folly : Like as Plutarch ,who would 


 givea reaſon for the {ſilence of the 


Oracles, and not knowing, or at leaſt 
not acquieſcing 1n the true cauſe 
being our Lord Chriſt's triumphing 
over the Devil, and ſpoyling thoſe 
rincipalities and powers, he Ja- 
nv in the fire, and though a 


- Wiſe Man, yet he affign'd reaſons 


very ridiculous, as will appcar to 


any who will rake the pains to 
read him upon that ſabjcct ; his 


great concluſion being rhis, char ihe 
racles were all from a kind of 
blaſt ariſing at ſer times out of the: 


| carch through ſomc natural hiddenz 


cauſe 
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cauſe now decayed, and ſo there 


was no further ſpirit of prophecy; 
ſtrange, that a. natura] blaft, a 
vapour, or fubterraneous wind 
ſhould inſpire the Pythonzſſes, and 
maxe them capable of predicting ſo 
many things as they did. Bur, 
alas! Poor Heathens who walked 
in darkneſs, might well {tumble, 
and as they worſhipped ſtocks and 
ſtones. and aſcribed a divinity to 
their idols, they might eaſily err in 
aſcribiiig this ſupernatural power 
tothe winds and vapours. Bur to 
come cioſer to our Atheiſts, who 
are {worn enemies tothe doftrine of 
poſſeitions by evil Spirits; it theſe 
preditions be not from ſuch a 
cauſe, chea it muſt be from the 
Men and Women themſelves ; 
they muſt then find it within them; 
But it cannot be from the body, 
and the corpnlent matter ; how 
ſhould that forctel and predi? 
Ler them thew it if they can : But 
if it be from the Soul and Spirit 1n 
them, then here 1s an argument 
'ad hominem ; Surely then it 1; a more 

CX- 
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excellent ſubſtance and being, than 
_ they ever allowed; 'tis then indeed 
a Ray of the immortal Sun, the 
image of thedivine nature. 'W hat 
ſtrange accounts are there(infallibly 
trae, and beyond all contradiction} 
ofthefte kind of prognoſtications, 
proceeding from ſuch perſons as- 
never pretended to any skill or art 
above other men, nay, when they 
themſelves were ignorant, at other 
times, of ſuch things as they then 
wrought or uttered, and knew not 
the truth of what they delivered ſo 
prophetically 2 Witneſs the fa- 
mous dream of Sir H. ts. father, 
ahaur the robbery of the Univerſity 
treaſury, wherein he ſaw' the 
rogues in their trae lineaments and 
habits ſo as to give a diſcovery of 
them 11 a letter to his Son 1n*the 
Colledge, whereby they were diſ- 
covered and apprehended : But 
there are multizudes of ſuch inftan- 
ces. They who will not own ſome 
external agent, fome ſpiritual iatel- 
ligent beings,to make theſe reyelati- 
ons and imprefſions, . muſt ſolve 
E thele 
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theſe Phenomena, another way if 
they be able z and Jet them take 
heed they ſpeak ſound ſenſe. 

2. I he ({ubje& before us runs yet 
higher ; here is a ſtrange impulſe 
upon the mind of this poor wretch 
carried on ſo far that at laſt it ends 
10 diſtraQion and ſcli- murder: Yea 
though the man did immediately 
diſcharge his duty very largely to- 
ward the woman, and her children 
after her death, and began to be 
too profuſe in his charity towards 


the poor, ſo that he would have _|. 


parted with all his ſubſtance, and 
thave become poor and mitcrable 
Himfelf, if he had not been ſtaid 
from h1s extravagant purpoſe ; yet 
nothing would availe, bo 2 —_ 
Jnquietude ſeized his Spirit, and he 
was hurried from one thing to ano- 
ther, til] at laſt he was weary of his 
Jife, and ſonght to rid himſelf of 
his miſery by putting an end 
thereto. ; 
What ſhall be though of this, 
and ſuch like caſes ? Is not the 
hand of Sathax in it, yery evidently? 
= 4 3. - one 
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W hence ſhould all this ſtorm and 
tempeſt ariſe, and increaſe fo far, 
but from that evil ſpirir, who loves 
ro cloud the mind, and wrap up 
himſelf in darkneſs, that he may 
work more effeQtually upon poor, 
weak and deluded Sinners? Here 
he fell like lightning, and as he 

Scared Job with dreams, | 
and terrified him with Ch. 7. 14. 
viſions of the night , ſo: 
he did tothis iznorant and feeblecreay- 
ture; and tho ſecret things belong to- 
God, yet it 1s clear enough ſo far, 
that he hurried him aways and: 
revailed upon him to be his own. 
xecutioner, T hat mirrour of pa- 
tience, Job I mean,yeilded not at afll: 
to this part of the temptation, of- 
Curſing God. and deſtroying his own. 
life ; os here he proved yictorious 
Theſc things may feem Rrddles, and 
become inatter of ſcorn and 
lJaughter to Atheiftical perſons, leud 
. Wretches who give themſelves up 
to picaſures, and have no will or- 
leifare to examin the grounds and 
occaitons of ſuch tragical marrers; 
RR > mM 
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but how conſonant is this to the 
holy Scripture, and how agreeable 
torcalon,when all the circumſtances 
are duly weighed > How many 
and how frequent examples are 
there every where of this na- 
cure? Of {uch workings of that 
enemy 'of mankind, and great 
diſturber of the Peace and Quiet of 
our Souls? Some ars: vrged to do 
that which they molt hate, and vi- 
olently urged, againſt their Inclina- 
tions, Some feel a kind of Force 
upon their Spirits, compelling them 
to ſuch Aftions as they loathe and 
abhor, Their Fancy and Imagtn«- 
tion is filled with abominable 1dea's, 
and not only ſo, but they are even 
kmade to believe things of perſons, 
which are contrary to their Scnſes 
Reaſon and Judgment, and which 
tend only to Strife, Contention, Ha- 
tred, and ſuch deplorable Effet, 

I confeſs, when I have ſome times 
read the Monſtrous Hatrcd between 
Parents and Children, Husbands and 
Wives, as it is reported in authen- 
tick Hiſtorians, I haye much won- 
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dered thereat ; but now I think it is 
not ſo hard to render a Reaſon for 
it many times. If it wcre ncedful, 
or lawful to produce Inſtances by 
Name, to name the Perfons;1 could 
ſet forth ſuch Examples as are moſt 
amazing 2 Of Wives, who have 
lain under continual Hurries . of 
their Minds, being never at reſt, bur 
provoked to take away the Lite of 
their deareſt Husbands ; againſt 
whom they have not the leaſt 
*rudge, but love them as their own 
Souls. Others have been ſtirred up 
tothink, and do things which it 1s 
unaccountable how it ſhould cnter 
into their hearts, if there were not 
this Solutioo of it, That the unclean 
and wicked Spirit, that Old Serpent,the 
Father of Lies and Murders, ſuggeſts 
ſuch matters, and 1s at work 1n the 
heart to carry on the ſame he lays 
the Scene, he ſtands behind the cur- 
tain, and afts inviftibly. Some of 
theſe tempted perſons have revealed 
their condition to my ſelf, and bes 
moaned it, deliring advice and afſi- 
ſtance. Some haye been at the ye- 
ry 


can they ſay to that which is carri- 
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ry brink of Ruin, being ready to 
{ink in the M're and Clay, and to 
periſh in thoſe Mi-hty Waters 3 bur 
1t bath pleaſed God, after the Trial 
of their Faith and Patience, to ſet 
them free, and lead them into a 


large place. Some of theſe Qaſes 


_ as it were,out of the ground, 
there being no manifeſt procuring 
cauſe, - 

common to our corrupt Nature; 
but others have had more matter 
within them, for that wicked Spirit 
to work upan ; and then tne Caſe 
hath been more deplorable, the teri 
ptation and trouble laſting longer, 
and being alſo more black and terri- 
ble. Wha: can Atheiſts ſay tothele 


things? Wohence proceed thoſe im- 


pulſes upon perſons Spirits, of this 
Kind , which are fo common ? 
W hereby they are almoſt conſtrain- 
ed to do Evil, even what they hate, 
and which creates them fo much 
trouble? Nay, which things are ſo 


troubleſome to them, whether they con- - 


ſent or not thereto > Eſpecially, what 


cd 


_ 


n or iniquity but what is 
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ed on ſometimes even to Frenzy and 
Difraction., to Horror and DeS$þair, 


which 1s more latter and terrible thas 


Death it ſelf; ſo that they chuſe 
Strangling rather than to live + 
The Natural Reſult. of All this, 


and what is moſt eafily deduced 


from the ſame, is, That there zs a De- 
vil, and that through the Corruption in 
ws,. and the guilt of our hearts ariſing 
from our ſins, he hath great advantage 
ver us, ſo that ſometimes he makes a 
Prey of ſinners, driving them where- 
ever he will, into Spiritual Pits and Pre- 
cipices of Horror and Deſpair, and ſume- 


_ times tnto Self- Murder of various kinds, 
- Oh how needful is that Petition of 


our Lord's Prayer, Lead us net into 
Temptation, but deliver us from Ew, 
&TF0 T& 7oH0S, from the Ewil One, the 
Dew, (as the Scripture-Phraſe will 
bear it). 

For my part, Ido not think that 
the Poſſeſſons read of inthe Goſpel, 
were only ſingular Caſes ; for that 
Age and Seaſon when the Meffriah 
came into the World to give occaſt- 
eu (9 the proof of his diyinity, py 

15 
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hi; diſpoſſeſſing thoſe wickedSpirits; 
he needed nor ſuch a teſtimony, 
doing other works which abun- 
dantly declared his Godhead ;, 
though out of pity to poor pol- 
ſefſed wretches he did this alſo as it 
lay in his way : Bur ſurely there is 
ſomewhat of the ſame kind in all 
ages, and quartets of the world ; 
and the more corript any time or 
place is,the more of theſe poſſefſions; 
even as lickneſſes, diſeaſes and 
deaths abound according to a peo- 
ples ſinfulneſs;and {trange judgment; 
are the fruits of greater wickedne(- 
ſes 2 Hereby there is, beftdes other 
ends of Gods permitttig it, perpe- 
taal occaſion for the proof of the 
power of the Word and Prayer; 
theſe work mightily upon ſuch per- 
ſons to help them t Though all 
are not ſaved by the Miniſtry of 
the word, and prayer, and ſpiritual 

advice, as the Apoſtles 

Mark. 1,18. themſelves could not 
always caſt out Sathan, 

yet this kind generally goes our by 
theſe means; and it may be an ar=- 
EE gUment 
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gument againſt Atheifs, that when 
no other means in the World, as 
Phyſick, Mirth and pleaſure, or bu- 
ſineſs can ayail any thing, yet then 
this ſaves many' luch pcrſons ; it 
reſtores their ſouls; bringing Joy 
and gladnels gain into triem. 


& V. 


Thus I hope the Title is made 
good, and the matter in hand made 
evident by the Exampies laid down, 
and the Refletions upon thern of 
the horrour and deſpair of ſome 
poor wretches under apprehenfion 
of the judgment to come ; ſome 
things alſo have been brought forth 


- tocorroberate the evidence. Now 


if any of the ſcoft:rs, and enemies 
of Religion, can give a ſolution of 
ſuch matters as have been pro- 
pounded, and give a rational ac- 
count how theſe troubles come, and 
gtow to fuch an height withoutafiy 
: : relation 


= 
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relation to Religion, to God cr the 
Law. of God, or a guilty conſcience, 
and the judgment to come, they 
will attempt that which neyer ycr 
hath been dune, and 1 am bold to 
ſay, never will. We may read, and 
hear, and ſee Atheiſtical mockers 
1a the pride of their hearts puffing 


at Cod himſelf, belchinz our their 


blaſ-hemiecs againſt their Creatour, 
ſcoffing at his holy Word, and ridi- 
culing all ſuch examples of guilty, 
crembiling Sinners, who are filled 
with the terrours and indignation 
of the Lord : T hey call chem filly, 
weak and fearful creatures; TI hey 
brand them with cowardize, and 


turn all into a matter of common 


melancholly ; and this is the hinge 
upon which all (1 do not (ay their 
argunients but) their mock«ry and 
railery turns ; beſides rhis they 
have nothing to ſay in deicnce of 


rheir 2b:minable principles, and to. 


impcack the ſolid affertions of thoſe 
that are believers. Bur what a 
deſperate folly and' madneſs is rhis 
that doth poſſeſs theſe men ? T hey 


alLC- 
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are not only cf a peryerſe Spirit, as 
the Stock of old, who wouid ſtifly 
afſcrt, that no paſhon ever beicll a 


- wile or vertuous man, as thougt 


they could put off the man when 
they would, and be as Gods ; or of 
a Sceptical opinion, as they who 
would not believe any motion, 
when yet they ſaw every thing al- 
moſt in the world moving; nor ſuclx 
Pyrrhonians,who will doubt ot every; 
thing, and cavil for contention 


'+ ſake : But theſe Atheiſts and Saddu- 


ces of our age deſtroy Reaſon and! 
Religion all at once ; They lay, 
the ax to the root of Iruth, and} 
reſolve to give the lye both to God: 
and man; nay they will not be- 
lieve their own eyes, nor cars, nor, 
rea'on, againl{t their wicked prin- 
cipl's. Some of themſelves haye. 


" fel. the wrath of God, and fallcm! 


into grievous horrour, ctying out 
they bave ſinned and done wick-, 
edly, and now God hath met with 
them, and their burthen is greater 
than they can bear ; But their old 
companions ſay of them, that no 
2 
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they know not what they ſay, that 
they are delirious, or in a dreamy 
and that they are afraid of their 
own ſhadow. Then ir ſeems none 
have ſenſe bur profeſt Atheiſts, none 
have reaſon bur they. A wiſe 
world indecd at this rate! Nay the 
poor wretches who lye under ſuch 
torments muſt be abufed by them, 
and become their laughing ſtock, 


while they are in ſuch miſery, and 


ſuffering the wrath of God. But 
this isjuſt the old policy of the De- 
vil, to lay falſe things to the charge 
of the godly, and to put falſe con- 
ſiruQions upon the works of God, 
on purpoſe that men may not re- 
gard them, nor take any due notice 
thereof for their education and pro- 
fir. Theſe, ſay they, are poor, 
ignorant, delnded and melancholly 
men and women, and there is no 
heed to be raken to what they ſay 
or do. A fineſtratageta! A deſign 
fairly laid to take ott the lenle of all 
the judgments of God in the world 
of this nature, to render all exam- 


ples uſeleſs, and in ſhort ro make 


Me 
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men ſtocks and ftanes, or which 
is yet worſe, and. they had ra- 
ther, to make us a!l turn Beaſts, 
that ſo we might go Hand in 
Hand together. 

Truly, as it hath been wiſely 
obſerved; [t is an Ho- | 
nour to Religion to have Mr, 
ſuch Unreaſonable Men Paſcal's 
for its Enemies > And thoughts, 
to have ſuch inconſrder- 
able Oppoſition made thereto 18 
Its advantage. 

All that Atheiſts can ſay, is 
this, Believe mane but w4 5 Be- 
lieve not the ſober ſort of Man- 
kind ; for they are Ignorant, Me- 
lancholy, and Mad , Perſons of 
70 Courage or Reſolution 5 but 
truſt Os, who dare do ary thing, 
who ſet our Mouths againſt Hea- 
ven, and would fain bring our 
ſelves to believe, that there is 
neither God gor Devil 3 who 

'G 3 would 


would fain renounce all Religi- 
on, and the Laws of God, and 
Light of Narure, and baniſh them 
out of theWorld; bringing con- 
fuſion and defiruction into all 
Kingdoms and Families : Brlieve 
Qs, who live in the moſt ſhame- 
ful NegicCt of ſeeking after Spj- 
ritual Knowledge, and yet con- 
demn the moſt diligent Searchers 
into It for ignorant and unwiſe, 


who diſpute, and ſet our ſelves a-. 


gainſt Religion, and yet never 
learnt, nor will we ſtudy what 
It is. Is not this the truth of 
theſe Atheifts and ſcoffers ? Their 
true portraictures How 1s it then 
that men ſhould hearken to them, 
and be enticed to walk in their 
ways ? But there 1s an anſwer 
forit 3 Tis owing to the great 
corruption of mans nature firce 
the firſt Apoltacy from GoJ 2 
hence proceeds Þ *:i> ſpiritual 

| Tis 
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"Tis hard to make an end of 
writing againſt ſuch a generation 
of men as theſe are; and indeed 
I think they are not publickly 
handled as tney ought to be ; 
not that that they ſhould be re 
viled as men, nay many of them 
are perſons of excellent natural 


Parts and acquired alſo, but their 


pernicious and abominable pria- 
ciples cannot be ſutffti-tently ex- 


poled. But my. deſign is not 


an inveFive, but only to anſwer 
thoſe cavils, and to take off the 
reproach caſt upon the ever 
bleſſed God, and Chriſtian Re- 
Iigion, eſpecially the fundamen- 
tal principles thereof 3 ſuch as 
the immortality of the Soul 3 

the TJadgment to come 5 Hea- 
ven and H-ll ; Tne Divine 
authority of the Szriptures the 
being and provide 1nce of God 3 

the beiig Spirits, Angels 
4 good 


good and bad ; more eſpecially 
the fallen Angels, thoſe wicked 
Spirits the Devils : As for the 
laſt of theſe, the Sadduces of 
our age laugh at all that 1s 
Written or related of them 3; 
and that which it pleaſeth God 
to permit as a ſingular means to 
convince an unbelieving World, 
they Jabour to expoſe to con- 
tempt and derifion 3; I mean not 
only the diabolical ſuggeſtions, 
and the temptations of thoſe 
wicked Spirits, which do de- 
wonſtrate their being 3 but the 
frequent apparitions which are 
made by Spirits good or evil ; 
This they cavi] at above all the 
reſt, and are glad ro meet with 
the mention of ſuch things, as 
though thereby they ſhould 
make a great advantage, and 
triumph over thetruth. 


c Now 


(67) 

Now for the ſake of ſuch On- 
believers, and allo for others who- 
are ata loſs in this Point, thouga 
I will not enlarge, as I might, 
upon this Subject, yet this I will 
ſay, and do proteſt before God, 
I lye not, bnt relate a ſerious 
Truth, That I my ſelf have ſeen 
an Apparition, in the Senſe, of 
which I am writing thereof.It was 
In the year 1684. in the Month 
of June, and in the clear Day- 


time, whilel was in the open Air, 


1n company with acertain young 
Gentleman: And this was ſtrange, 
That the veryſame Perſon and 
my ſelf were nearly concerned 
within a few Days, 1n a matter 
which that Apparition was evi-- 


, dently a Sign and Token of, as 


the Effc& proved, 
The thing was really ſtrange, 
that I ſhould be jcyred with 


him in that An ; but there 
| were 
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were private Reaſons accidenta]- 
ly occalioning 1. 
Upon ſceing this Apparition 
I gave Notice thereof jmmedi- 


ately, and farisfied both my ſelf 


2n1 others, rhat it was no De- 
lufion e but the Event put all 
out of: doubt within a Day or 
Two «atter, 

That it was really ſo, That T1 
ſaw an Apparition , I know as 
. truly as that I now am writing 
thereof. It had this Effe& up- 
on me, among others, that tho 
I never doubted of the Being 
of Angelical Spirits, nor ot Ap- 
paritions, upon ſundry Occatt- 
Ons , yet now I was confirmed 
in that behalf, and enabled ever 
after to make nie of it as an 
rrefragalle Teltimony' for the 
Tru: bh being my fclf an Eye- 
Wuneſ of ſamc thing of the 


ſame kind 3 andWt picaſed God 
that 


. 


| 
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that it hath ſince done me na 
ſmall Service, in diſcourfing and 
arguing things of this Nature, 
when I have been able to pro- 
duce this, and ſome other like 
Caſes, which have fallen under 
my own perſonal Knowledge. 


Yet farther, this 1 know, and 
do ſolemnly aver, That I have 
perſonally known an Houſe (to 
ſay no more) tronbled with Evi 
Spirits, that which 1s commonly 
called Haunted. In ſuch an one 
I have lain many Nights, yea, 
Weeks and Months, and ſuffered 
that Diſturbance which there was 
uſually given : Not gueſſing at 
ſach a Canſe, I was without any 
Fear upon my Spirtcs, but what 1 
think might ordinarily befall any 
other man 2: However, 1t never 
wrought any Confuſion and Ter- 
rour, as is commygn upon the fore- 
; know» 
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knowledge of ſuch Caſes 5 but ve- 
rily thinking that all proceeded 
from Rebbers, and ſuch Evil- 
diſpoſed perſons , and having 
ſtrength ſufficient with me, and 
being well provided againſt ſuch 
Attempts, I was far enongh from = 
being daunted ; but (till ſuught | 
to put an end to the diſturbance, 
but in vains ti!l after much Vex- 


ation, and many Nights broken. , 


of Natural Reſt, the Occafion was 
Providentially diſcovered, and 
the Trouble ever after ceaſed. 


I know I write to the whole 
World, and in a Carping and Cen- 
ſorious Age, and it will be no wiſ- 
dom torelate every circumſtance, | 
but rather be ſparing, becauſe I | 
writenot for Curioſity, but Inſtru- 
Fion, 

The Ead was this : In that ve- 


ry part where the greateſt Di- 
| ſtur- 
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ſturbance was utnally given, and 
the Noiſes moitly heard, which 
would often render rhe Maſti:ti 
Dogs very fierce, winch | eard 
with mine own Ears many times, 
and could think ny other but 
that, as the Servants cryed out, 
The Houſe was beſet, and that Door 
would be broke open. A tew pa- 
ces from the fame, when the 
foundations were laying of a cer- 
tain building, the bones of a 
child were -digged up by the 
workmen, and fent in toa dear 
Relation of mine (the owners 
wife) and my ſelf dining toge- 
ther, from which time to this day, 


| being many years, the haunting 


or diſturbance hath ceafed : 
That this was a murdered infant 
1s asclear to me as the Sun; and 
there is the ſtrongeſt prefumpti- 
on to lay it 40 the perſon of 
whom my honoured Re)ation 
Pure 


—_— — 


(72) 

purchaſed the houſe and land ; 
he beztng a ſingle perſon to his 
death, and living ro an old age 
with maid-ſervants, between 
whom fornication was in all 
likehhood committed and mur- 
ther added thereto 5 Upon en- 
quiry of the neighbourhood he 
appeared, to be a perſon of no 
g02d fame. but I could never 
trace it furiher. This caſe I 
have not been afraid to mention 
upon any jult and proper occaſi- 
On, n3r am | aihaned row to 
pubiith ir to the whole: world. 
I pray God who knows ihe 
truth of waat | wiite to make: it 
ſerviceable to thoſe who (bail 
read it. Mich hath been writ- 
FEI C and that Withtr 4. tew 
years) 59 this ſa5j:& 5 ! cult in 
ry mite, and may fey, [ pre-. 
ſurme without boaiting, ther it 
is ſomewhat nwvie than others 

| have 
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have done bejure me. For [| 
know not one of thoſe learned 
men who have wiitien ſo well 
on this occaſlon, that yet have 
written of their own perſoygal 
knowledpe,' at leaſt in tw: ſuch 
caſes. Tis true their CoulleCti- 
ons, and reports are beyond all 
doubt (unleſs men will believe 
nothing but what they know of 
themſclves, and give the lye to 
all is told, though it come never 
ſo well confirmed) but what T 
offer here of this kind, 1s delji- 
vered upon my own perſonal 
knowledge ard drawn out of 
the trealury of wy own memory, 
helped by the Dzary I kept at 
this time and ary years before. 
But it is time to coxclude, having 
proceeded ſo far as fully an=» 
{wers my defign and purpoſe, of 
relating ſome matters of impor- 
tance io Religion, and arguing 
from 


CES. 
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from the ſame in its cauſe 
and defence. 


The Lori] open the eyes of 
the blind Atheiits, and profane 


ſcoutters and mockers 3 yea the 


Lord touch their hearts that they 
may . acknowledge the truth, 
and no Jonger be the advocates 
of all warner of corrupt prin- 
ciples aud abominable pratti- 


To the wiſe and godly I ſub- 
mit wy Jabours, proteſting 
(once more) that I have writ- 
ren nothing »(willtiilly ar leaſt) 
but what is the naked truth, 
as [ ſhall anſwer it ro God the 
ſearcher of all hearts , and the 
righteous Jndge of the World; 


for whoſe honour and glory I 


did te: upon the work 3 and 
God forbid thai | ſhov1ld ſpeak 
wickeoly for tum, who 1s the 

God 
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God of truth, and. neither 
loves, -nor Deeds any lye; who 
hath alſo declared, that he will 
| puniſh thoſe who hate the 
-;, truth, and will neither receive 
nor obey the ſame. 
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Books Printed for Tho. Park- 
hurſt , at toe Bible and 
Three Crowns at the low- 
er en1 of Cheaptide near 
Mercers-Chappel. 


| A Body of Pratical Divinity, 

conliſting of above One Hun- 
dred Sermons on the Lefſer Cate- 
chiſm of the Revercnd Afﬀembly of 
Divines at IPeſtminſter , with a Sup- 
p:ement of ſome Sermons on ſcve- 
ral Texts of Scripture, By Tho IP at- 
ſon, formerly Miniſter of St. Stephens 
Walbrock. Z 


A Diſcourſe of Spiritual minded- 


Perſon of Chrift, 

On the 132th Pſalm, © 

The Dottrine of the Trinity, 

Ot Moriification of ſan it I 
oi 
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Redemprion of Time, the Wiſ- 
3 3 


An humble Teſtimony concerning 
the Goodneſs and S. verity of God in 
Dealing with ftiful Churches and 
Nations- 
A Treatiſe of Temptation. 
Eſhcol. or Rules of Feilowſhip: 


_ Thele Eight laſt by Zobn Omen, D.D. 


OY Baptiſnai Bonds renews 
c 

Grotivs of Chrill's SatisfaQtzon, in 
Engliſh. 

Harſts Revival of Grace, 7,c, on 
the Sacrament, | 

The good of Early Obedicnce. 

A vermon of UnimHy. 

The Viſton of the W heels, in 
three Sermons. 

Spiritial Wiſdom improyed a- 
g2inli I emprt- tion, 

The £]Imoſt Chriſtian diſcovered. 


 Ail Five by lat. Mead, 


 Gonſolatioz tor the afflited, at 
the Prncral of Mr, Edward Rede. By 
Tim, Rogers, M A. 
Calamy's Godly Mans Ark, in five 
Sermons,fis Art of Divine Meditaz 
LON, 


dom 


vil Days. By John Wad?, Miniſter 
at Hammerſmith, 

Intercourſes of Divine Love be- 
ewixt Chriſt and his Church, being 
Sermons on the 1# and 24 Chapters 
of the Chronicles,or the Song of Songs, 

Sevcral Diſcourſes of attual Pro- 
vidence, in three Parts, T heſe two 
laſt by 7ohn Collings, 1, D. 

Spiritual Songs, or Scngs of praiſe 
ro Almighty God on ſeveral Occaſ1- 
ons, With thirty penitential Crys; 
with a Poem allo of Dives and Laza- 
7US, 

The Midnight Cry, a Sermon, 
Theſetwo by John Maſon, 

Mr. Corbetts Self-Employment in 
Secret, 

A Treatiſe of the Dzy of Judg- 

ment: By Mr. Sam Lec Miniſter. 
-  Husbandry Spiritualized. 

A Saint ir deed. 

A Token for Mourners. All thefe 
three by Mr. Jobs Flavel Miniſter of 
 theGolpe). 

Satan fifting, or the Oyl of Joy 
for the Spirit ot Sadnels, 

ET op Whites 


dom and Duty of Chriſtians 'in E- *| 
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fam Tongue, Minilter, &c: 


Fhies Little Book for Little 


Children, 


'The rare Jewel of Chriſtian Con- 
rentment with four vſctul Diſcourſ- 
es by Mr. Jer. Burroughs, 

An Earneſt Call ro Family Du- 
ties being the ſubſtance of Eighteen 
Sermons by Sam. Slater. 

Hymns tor the Sacrament, com? 
poled moſtly out the New TIeſta- 
ment. 

Theological Diſcourſes and Ser- 
mons on ſeveral occaſions. By John 
Willis D, D. 

The Trueſt and Largeſt account 
of rhe Jare Earthquake in Jamaica, 
7une7, 1692, from a Reverend Di= 
vine chere,to his Friend in London. 

The beſt way to mend the world 
by pcriwading the Rifing Generati- 
on toan Early and Serious PraQtice 
of Piety. Both by Samnel Peck, Le- 
turer of 1jſwich, 

A Sermon preach'd at the Funeral 
of the Kevercnd Mr, Tho. Shewell, 
M. A, and M:niſter of the Goſpel 
in Coventry, Thele two laſt by Wil: 


A 


A Diſcourſe concerning Old Age, 
rending tothe Inſtrution, Caution, 
and Comfort of Aged Perſons, By 
Richard Steel, A.M. | 

A Sermon at the Funeral of the 
Worſhipf\ul Jobn Symmonds, late of 
Great YTeldham 1a Efſex, Elq; by 7obn 
Brooke, M.A and Keaor there. 


A Vindication of the Church of - 


Scotland being an Anſwer to hve 
Painphlets ; by Dr. Rule: 

A Sermon of the abſolute Necef- 
ity of Family Datics, Pceached to 
the United Pariſhes of Sr, Mary IWool- 
noth, and 5t Mary IWcol-Church- Flaw, 
in Lombard Street. 

His Farewel Sermon, Theſe Two 
by David Jones, Studznt oi Chriſt- 
Church, Oxon. . 

A brief Tra on the 715 Tom- 
mandment, wherein is diicovered 
the Cauſe of all our Controverites 
about the Sabbath- Day.and the weans 
of Reconciling them, Recommen- 
_ ded bythe Reverend: Dr. Bates, and 
Mr. 7ohn. How. 

Convivium Celeſte. A plain and 


familiar Diſcoutſe ACTEPang _ 
or 
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| Lords Supper, ſhewing at once the 


Nature of that Sacrament ; as allo 
the right way of preparing our ſelves 
for: the receiving of it: In which 
are alſo conſidered thoſe Exceptions 
which men uſually bring to cxcule 
their not partaking of it. | 

A Sermon preached before the 
King and Queen at Whine-ball, Nov. 
5, 1592. Theſe Two bv Kichard 
Lord Biſhop of Fath and Wells, 

The Confirming Work of Relt- 
gion, and its great things made 
plain by their primary Evidences 
and Demovſtrations ; whereby the 
meancſt in the Church may ſoon be 
made able to render a Rational Ac- 
count of their Faith, 

The Poor Man's Help, and 
Young Man's Guide t containing, 
I. Dcof{trinal Inſtructions for the 
right informing of his Judgment, 
2. Prattical DireQions for the gene- 
ral courie of his Lite. 3. Particular 
advices for the well managing of 
every Cay With reference to his na- 
tural ations: Civil Employments, 
N:cefſary Recreations, Religious 

|  Puries, 
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Duties, particularly Prayer, Pub: 


lick in the Congregation, Private 


in the Family, Secret in the Cloſer, 


mars, xs Holy Scriptures, Hear- 
ing the Word Preached,and Receiv- 


ing the Lords Supper. By Wil. 


Burkit. M. A. of Pembrock hall in 
Cambridge, and now V icar of Ded: 
ham in Eſſex, and Author of the Pra- 
ical Diſcourſe ot Intant Baptiſm. 


Advice to an only Child, or Ex=- 


cellent Council to all young Perſons 
containing the ſum and tubſtance 
of Experimental and Pra&ical Di- 
vinicy. Written by an Eminent 
and Judicious Divine, for the Pri- 
vate Uſe of an only Child ; now 
made publick for the benefit of all! 


